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What’s been going on?
Some good news! Our parent and toddler group Sunbeams has
re-opened! Hooray.
We have quite a few rules and regulations to follow, as you would
expect, which means it will look a bit different. But it will still have
some familiar faces and a warm welcome. The current guidelines
for this type of group state that we are allowed up to 15 adults at
any one time, preferably outdoors. Indoors is permissible but
there are more regulations to follow! This being the case we are
starting in the church garden. Because the children are
accompanied by a parent or carer, we do not need to provide a
childcare service; we are instead seeing this as a chance to
simply provide a safe, welcoming space where families are
legally allowed to gather for some much-needed grownup and
toddler socialising.
By opening up in this simple way we can continue to adapt and
evolve to meet the needs of our families, as we all try to process COVID and all that entails. As
numbers are limited and our pre-virus weekly attendance numbers were greater than 15, we are
implementing a sign-up system so each family has the chance to choose their preferred date and
come once a fortnight. A lot has changed in the time we have been unable to meet. Children have
started nursery, school and new clubs. Parents have new jobs. New babies have been born. But
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the aim of Sunbeams has not altered – to love each and every member of the families that attend.
I believe that the way in which we love each individual will ultimately show them Jesus.
As well as changes to the families that attend we have had some changes in our team of helpers.
As we have been forced into a ‘time-out’ over the last year we have all had the chance to
evaluate and reflect on our roles. Some of our helpers have decided that now is the time to step
back as Sunbeams moves into a new chapter. So I would like to take this chance to say a big
thank you to all of the helpers, but especially those who are stepping back. Thank you for keeping
Sunbeams running, for your time and for your energy. Thank you for willingly clearing up endless
mess and cups of coffee! And for all those smiles and words of encouragement to each individual
that has attended. Without you, our families would not have been loved and cared for so well.
Marilyn and I are currently happy to run Garden Sunbeams this term and get started straight
away, but we do recognise that this is a short term solution. Looking forward to September, I
envisage that things will look different again. I’m not entirely sure what that will look like yet but I
am so excited! God has some great plans to grow and flourish Sunbeams. But however excited I
am, it is not possible to do it on my own. I believe that there are a team of you out there who are
part of God’s plan to shower the families in love. If you think that might be you and you’d like to
join me on this Sunbeams journey, then I’d ask you to mull it over and pray. Pray first and ask
God to give you a passion and excitement for working with these families and to clarify your
thoughts and feelings. And then, come and tell me. I’d love to chat about it with you.
I’ll finish with a couple of prayer requests… firstly, for Garden Sunbeams. Pray that the weather is
good! And pray for the smooth, safe running of each session. Pray for those parents and carers
who are feeling anxious about coming out again; that they will be brave and make it out to this
safe space. And secondly, for the future team. Pray for God to speak to individuals and for
guidance as we enter the new chapter. Hannah

Walking for Health
Denis Downey has been leading the Walking for Health group for many years but has stepped
down as he and Sue make plans to move to be nearer their family. So huge thanks to him for his
leadership during that time and also to Ken for the support he has given Den over the years. We
have now taken over the reins and would like to invite you to join us each Tuesday. It is not an
LBC group although several LBC people are amongst the 15 or so people who regularly come
along. Absolutely anyone is welcome - it is a great way to meet new people whilst getting some
exercise and fresh air. We meet outside the Tourist Info Centre in Corn Square at 11am and walk
for an hour on a variety of routes of around 2 miles in and around Leominster. Richard and Chris

LBC family
Time to Run 2021
We are pleased to say that we all walked or ran every day for 50 days. Between us we totalled 203
miles and raised over £1000 (including gift aid and offline donations) for Parkinson's UK. Thank you to
everyone who has supported us all in any way! Trevor, Lorna and Debi
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Congratulations and best wishes to Robbie who celebrated her 80th
birthday on 15th April. One benefit of having a birthday whilst there are
restrictions regarding how many people can meet together - the
celebrations with family and friends extended over several days!! Here she
is having a birthday moment with her daughter Sarah.

A Covid wedding
When our son James got engaged to Beth in July 2019 and they announced their wedding date
for April 7th 2021, no-one then had even heard of coronavirus! Last year, as lockdown increased,
we took pity on those getting married then and the issues they had cancelling their weddings or
having only 30 guests. Even then we did not fear that April 2021 would be a problem. But as time
went on it became more and more clear that perhaps the planned reception for 100 would not
happen so there were a few tears as the reception venue was cancelled and we decided on a
plan B for 30 guests.
As 2020 drew to a close we realised that April wasn’t so far away and that things were far from
improving. In fact, in wedding terms, they were worse than the summer. Beth’s wedding dress
was far from finished in a closed shop in Hereford and, with another lockdown in place, it was
obvious that her wedding dress would not be ready for April 7th. So a plan C had to be decided
on. James and Beth desperately wanted to get married and start
their new life together and whilst cancelling the wedding was an
option the question was “for when”?!? So they decided that
whilst Covid had stripped away all the hype of a wedding , what
it had done was to make the real reason of marriage more
important than ever.
They married at Wellington Chapel on April 7th as originally
planned but had just four guests. It was a beautiful service - it
was very emotional and, most importantly, done God's way and
all the glory was given to Him. They plan to have a celebration
service sometime in the future for family and friends to enjoy with
them but they will forever cherish April 7th, the day that God
gave them to be married. Sharon and Mark Roberts

Brenda Dovey
We were sad to hear of the death of Brenda on April 20th - she had been a regular at Coffee
Mornings, Lunch Club and Cream Teas. Our thoughts and prayers are with her sons, Tim and
Chris, and all the family.
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Ministry And Mission
When the first Lockdown began, it was hard to
see how CheckPoint’s purpose to share the
good news of Jesus with children could
continue. It’s true that I have been able to visit
only seven out of eighteen schools for just 16 weeks during the past year. How easy it would
have been to give way to discouragement. But God has been faithful in opening doors for the
Gospel in these challenging times. Schools may have been closed to visitors, but CheckPoint
continued to provide schools with assemblies via YouTube (with over 300 views) and online
Spotlight Clubs. We’re pleased that these continue to be well received by schools and parents
who seem to have appreciated receiving regular activities for the children to do during the weeks
of home learning! All the resources we produce can be found on our website
www.checkpoint.org.uk/resources . Do take a look and pass on the link to any families you know
who may be interested to view them.
We are also producing a short promotional video explaining the work of CheckPoint which will be
ideal to show in churches. We’ll let you know as soon as it’s available. I am very much looking
forward to going back into schools after Easter and being able to interact with the children again.
As much as I have enjoyed producing the online resources, it will be great to see the children and
their teachers face to face. For those schools still not allowing visitors, I will be doing assemblies
via Zoom for some and providing YouTube assemblies to others.
Do pray that, whether in person, via YouTube or online, God would work in the hearts of every
child to understand and respond to the amazing love God has for them, so powerfully
demonstrated in the death and resurrection of Jesus. One thing the account of the Israelites’
exodus from Egypt and journey to the promised land makes clear is that God guides and provides
for his people in the midst of difficulties. The CheckPoint Trustees and I would like to give God the
glory for leading and providing during the past year. Thank you, too, for standing with us in the
work of the Gospel through your prayers and financial support, without which the work simply
could not continue. “…he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” 1 Peter 1:3
Josiah the Detective, from the Bethlehem Mysteries, has returned. This time he is looking into
reports of a man coming back to life again near Jerusalem. If you would like to see what happens
in this mystery go to checkpoint.org.uk/jerusalem-mystery. Joe

We have tentatively pencilled in Tuesday September 21st as a start date for our next
Job Club course at LBC. Please pray for the practicalities, for the team and, most
importantly, for those who come along to receive the love and support that they need
and deserve. We are also prayerfully considering how and when to run a CAP
money course now that Anne, Alison and myself have completed our training. Chris
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Since Feba started in 1959 as a small group of British Supporters of the Far East
Broadcasting Company (FEBC), there has been a technological transformation in
how we use radio and media. A growing number of Feba partners are involved in a
wide range of different media, including streaming and social media such as
Facebook and YouTube, which can potentially reach millions of users. In order to
share the good news with as many audiences as possible, we aim to stay in touch with the latest
technology and apps are an increasingly mainstream way to reach out, particularly to more
remote societies.
In the West, apps such as Pray As You Go, PrayerMate, Prayer Promoter, YouVersions, Daily
Audio Bible and iDisciple are downloaded many thousands of times. Here, seekers and followers
of Jesus continually feedback on how they like to use their time on the move to listen to Christian
content via their smartphones and it’s just the same in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Some
Feba partners are keen to develop apps for another crucial reason. Many of our listeners live in
closed societies where accessing Christian content can have dangerous repercussions. Listening
or reading in private via an app on a smartphone is a much safer way to gain access to the
Gospel.
Please pray for continued innovation, so that seekers and followers of Jesus will always have
access to resources and people to support them in their discipleship.

Youth and Family
Just a short update from me this month. The rules have changed now which means that all the
youth, children, family groups can all now go ahead. As we have come to expect and also accept,
all these come with some restrictions and lots of guidelines to follow. I am gradually getting my
head around it all!
As exciting as it is that all groups can technically re-start, we still have a duty of care and need to
be wise about what happens and when. Our aim is to restart groups at just the right time, for just
the right reasons, with just the right team. Once all three of those areas are right, then the group
can start back up again. So it’s going to be a slow process but a very intentional one.
Please pray for guidance and wisdom as we navigate the way forwards with this. We just long to
do what is best for everyone – leaders, kids, and parents alike. If you have any questions or
concerns about the plans and way forward with the youth, children, or families I’d be more than
happy to chat with you about it. Please get in touch. Hannah
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Coming Up
Services...
As you will know we are currently holding outdoor services in the church courtyard. We have also
had an evening time of prayer. We are able to be spaced out above the minimum limit and also
sing which isn’t possible indoors. To accommodate all who want to come we have asked
everyone to choose just one of the services to attend to begin with. If there are still spaces closer
to the time of the service then this is then opened up to others. This current setup will run for
another 3 week cycle at least. Once we know what the 17th May changes entail we will review
what we can do next. It is possible that the changes may not impact us as and so we may be
meeting as we are until the lifting of restrictions on 21st June. During this time we will be
exploring how smaller groups can begin reconnecting in fellowship and make use of the building
and garden.

Fed up with lockdown and wanting to plan that getaway for next year? Here’s
a thought….

Visit the ancient and vibrant city of Jerusalem,
tracing the footsteps of Jesus. Travel back 3000
years to the City of David and the times of the
Biblical kings. Visit the Garden of Gethsemane,
Golgotha and Caiphas’ house. Stand on the
ruins of Jericho and scale the heights of Fortress
Masada. Relax at the waterfront Ron Beach
Hotel, sail on the lake of Galilee and visit
Capernaum, Korazin and Bethsaida among
many other places.
More detail and bookings at
www.christian-travel.com or via this direct link
A wonderful tour to Israel Led by Mark & Sharon
Roberts; John & Philppa Heron - DayOne
Tuesday 3rd - Friday 13th May 2022 | Worldwide
Christian Travel (christian-travel.com)
Or contact Mark and Sharon at Day One
Ministries for a brochure
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The next LBC Update will be coming out during the first week in June. Please send contributions
- news, forthcoming activities, testimonies, photos etc. - to Chris at riceandco@hotmail.com

Contact details
Please note that Marie’s mobile number has changed.
Enquiries:

office@leobc.co.uk

Pastor: Dean Burgis

dean@leobc.co.uk

07756 082544

Pastoral worker: Marie Gittoes

marie@leobc.co.uk

07735 829382

Youth & Family worker: Hannah Harris

youthwork@leobc.co.uk

07545 393100

Secretary: Jeremy Clark

01432 830845

Treasurer: Jackie Kosciecha

01544 340220

Church website

https://leobc.online

Church YouTube channel (on-line services)

(305) Leobc - YouTube
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