LBC Update
November 2020

What’s been going on?

Come rain or shine, we have enjoyed some fabulous outdoor services at the Dales farm
over the last few months and look forward to more in the weeks to come…..
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The church building is slowly opening up, with some groups beginning to meet.
The OAP group for college age kids is back up and running and, although a bit thin on the
ground in numbers, they are going through the Youth Alpha series. If all goes to plan, they will
be going bowling together shortly.
N-ergize has also restarted back in the church building, alternating each Friday between
younger and older ones. They started with a movie night for the younger ones and after half
term will hopefully be doing a torchlight hunt around The Grange and a bonfire evening in the
church garden toasting marshmallows.
Leanna and Hannah are running the older girls’ group and have just started a youth Alpha.
Leanna writes “The girls were keen to find out more about christianity and we have a
range of faith, from some having a personal relationship with God through to others who
are unsure that they believe at all. I’m really enjoying being back part of it”
Sadly Spectrum has not started back again in person. But they have all received activities by
post. And during half term week, they will each receive a ‘life-illuminated-in-a-bag’.
Sunbeams is also currently not back in the building. But, in the meantime, they have all
received an Autumn craft pack to be keeping them busy.
House groups and prayer groups continue to meet on Zoom whilst some small groups are now
meeting at the church.

LBC newsletter
We hope that you enjoy this newsletter and previous ones that LBC has sent out over the last few
months. They will continue to be our way of sharing news and information for the time being and
the plan is to send one out at the beginning of each month.
We would be really grateful if you could send in articles, photos etc. in the same way you might
have done for the church magazine. These can include family news, mission updates, reports on
church events and ministries, personal testimonies, notices about upcoming events and/or
fundraisers..... There is, technically, no limit on the length of articles and no print deadline - the
newsletter will go out regardless of whether it is one page long or twenty pages long. But we
would rather it was somewhere in-between! So please do contribute and save us having to
actively seek out material.
Articles can be sent electronically to Chris Rice at riceandco@hotmail.com or popped thro' the
letterbox at 96 South Street.
If you know someone who would enjoy reading the newsletter, please forward it to them or, if they
don’t have access to the internet, perhaps you could consider printing out a copy for them.
Thanks.
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LBC Website
We have new website that should be able to manage live streaming and online services better. It
will also be an easier site to find out information and keep up to date with what is going on. We
will send out the new link in the coming weeks and will eventually phase out the old website.

Family News

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone for your prayers and kind messages.
Timothy Josiah Margetts arrived safely on 6th October weighing 7lb 14oz. We are all doing
well and enjoying time together. We look forward to introducing him to our LBC family soon.

David and Naomi
Please note that Debi and Matt Marks have a new address - they now live at 17 Shelley
Road, Cheltenham GL51 7DN.

Ministry And Mission
Tearfund
A total of £505 has been sent off to Tearfund as a result of the collection taken at our Harvest
service on October 4th - thank you to everyone who gave so generously.
 mong prayer topics for Tearfund in November is "Church and Community Transformation
A
(CCT). Often the places of greatest need are urban slums beset with drugs, gangs and violence.
"My area is one of the most dangerous in the city. Sometimes I am afraid", says Martinez, aged
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18 from Honduras. Tearfund's team there recently ran a workshop that brought CCT leaders
from across the region together for the first time. The aim was to make sure people like Martinez
have the support they need. Pray that what they learnt at the workshop will continue to bear fruit
across Honduras and beyond.

CAP update
Our last Job Club course finished on March 17th (great timing!) and, of course,
we haven’t been able to run any sessions since then. We continue to be in
touch with the JobCentre, offering one-to-one support for people as needed
and have tentatively scheduled a new course to start on Tuesday January 26th
next year. In the meantime, a couple of us are going to be training in order to
be able to run CAP money courses.
The final money from the Co-op community fund has come through - huge
thanks to everyone who have supported this by using their Co-op card for the last year. The funds
will mean that we can have more flexibility as we run our CAP services next year, particularly as
we adapt to whatever restrictions are in place and help the many people who will have been
affected by the pandemic with loss of jobs, income and support networks.

BCM
Each Christmas Birmingham City Mission distributes gifts to thousands of
children in the city. These children would otherwise not receive Christmas
presents. We rely on thousands of donated toys to make this project work.
Every gift really does count.
This year it’s not going to be easy to hold a toy collection at LBC, so BCM has
set up this special ToyLink Appeal page. Any donations given on this page will be spent on the
ToyLink project, supporting many hundreds of struggling families this Christmas.
Donating with give.net is really easy and completely secure. If you are a UK taxpayer, please
confirm that you would like to reclaim Gift Aid on your donation. This will add 25p to every £1 you
give. Thank you very much. The link is give.net/toylink

Shoebox appeal
We will be contributing to the Shoebox appeal organised by Samaritan’s
Purse as in previous years so please do start collecting together/buying
toys. We have ordered shoe boxes and they should be with us by the
beginning of November. They can be collected from the sheltered area
outside the church store (to the left of the church). And they will need to
be packed and ready for collection by 16th November. LBC is going to
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be a hub for collecting in LBC and we will plan to have the church open at specific times
between the 9th and 16th. Information on what can go in the boxes can be found at

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
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Youth & Family
Hannah writes….
Quite a few schools, secondary and primary, have had some COVID cases, but all of our kids
and teachers seem to be fine at the moment.
We have just had half term, which I’m sure the teachers were very grateful for. I’m not sure as a
parent that I was quite ready yet for the kids to be at home again – lockdown seems not quite
long ago enough yet to have forgotten!
This Sunday, 1st November, we are having a shorter family friendly service. We had originally
planned this to be in the church building but having weighed up all the options and following all
the guidelines, we are going to do an online version instead. I am so sorry we can’t do it in person
but in order to look after you all to the best of our ability, we feel it is wise not to.
It will be available for everyone in all the usual formats, as after all we are all God’s family and all
part of his intergenerational church!

Life
It would be great to fill this section in future newsletters with your testimonies - life stories, how
God has spoken to you during the pandemic ….. over to you!!!

Coming Up
No-one knows what Christmas will be like this year, what we do know is that the message of
Christmas hasn't changed. We are trying to plan for things we know will be possible to do with
the likely increase in restrictions. Here are some ways we are planning to celebrate the wonderful
message of Christmas. Note them all down in pencil as details are subject to change.
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Nativity on Tour
For those who may not have much contact with others, we are thinking of arranging a “Nativity on
Tour” as we dress up and visit homes around Leominster before returning to the church for the
chance for everyone to come and see a nativity scene.

20th- Outdoor Nativity and Candlelight Service 5:00 pm
As we are unlikely to be able to have our candlelight service we plan to have an outdoor
candlelight service with a few special guests and surprises thrown in too.

25th- Home Church family Service
The current limits on meeting together would mean Christmas day will be strange for everyone.
However, do not fear we will be preparing a Christmas day family service that can be seen by
everyone and will include contributions from the whole church family.

25th- Christmas Day lunch
We are in touch with a number of people who may well be alone at Christmas due to the current
situation. We would love to be able to provide some support for these people in the form of a
meal. However, it would be too much for one or two people to manage so we would like to ask if
there is anyone who might consider preparing an extra meal along with their own and delivering it
on Christmas day to bless these people.

Date for next year’s diary
Next year’s diary/calendar looking a bit bleak and empty? Problem solved… please mark Friday
March 5th as the World Day of Prayer (formally known as the Women’s World Day of Prayer). It
is our turn to host the service at LBC at 2pm. The service has been prepared by Christian
Women in Vanuatu on the theme “Building on a strong foundation”. For those unable to attend,
we will be warmly inviting donations of coconut cakes and even, perhaps, a local dish known as
Lap Lap (recipes available).
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